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Italian Expo at Navy Pier

Have you ever wondered how to experience Italy without even baving to go to O'Hare or Midway? For the attendees of the fourth annual | Fxpo, no plane tickets o passports were needed; just a trip
downtown was all that was necessary for a fabulous Italian getaway.

ield this weekend at Navy Pier and hosted by the alian American Chamber of Commerce-Midwest (IACC), the Expo focused on the country’s Lombardy
region, (Lombardia in Italizn), over 100 vendors and organizations from both Italy and the United States provided Chicagoans with a true taste of the country widely known for its rich and diverse culture.

For Fulvio Calcinardi, IACC's Executive Director, Italian Expo allowed attendees a chance to truly experience ltaly in Chicago and provided the opportunity 10 see "gorgeous fashion, cutting-edge product
design and hand-crafted masterpicces, all of which and mare can be enjoyed right bere in Chicago during Italian Expo *

*Gorgeous fashion,” for both men and women, was indeed available for Expo-goers. For fashionistas, a real runway show featuring designs by Borris Poweil and Maison de LaCour was a highlight; in addition,
fashion by local designers inchuding Agga B. and Miriam Cecilia Carlson were also on display.




Models in dewgns by Boms Powell

Visitors weren't the only ones thrilled to be part of ltalian Expo; vendors shared in the excitement, as well. For Jennifer Bridgeforth, artist and owner of Phocnix Gallers in Chicago, retuming to exhibit at the
Expo meant broader gallery exposure. “The whole experience I've had with Italian Expo has been woaderful, we've had an opportunity to bring a different and more diverse base to our clientele,” she said.

Katheyn Alvera, Managing Partner of Atelier in Chicago's River North district, was also excited to be part of the festivities. “Being able 1o exhibit at Italian Expo is wonderful because all the best products in the
world come from Italy — at least that's what we ltalians say!" said Alvera.

Antists’ and vitage appered section at Halisn Expo
Orher Talian Expo highlights include unique sculptures, paintings, crafts, jewelry and other visual art, all of which gave visitors a true, autbentic Italian experience, right bere in Chicago.
Phogas: Fabrizio Vassallo

— LaShawn Williams
Share | | e | 2 rtosm

Chauncey / September 21, 2010 8:44 PM
This festival is always such 8 wonderful display of all ltaly has 10 offer. But, the wine is what sets Italy apart from the rest of the world! Try 2008 Benedetta, Chianti! You'll love it!

* Add a Comment

Name*

Please enter the letter S in the field below:

Live Comment Preview

Notes & Tags

Items marked with a * are required fields. Please respect each other. ‘We reserve the right to delete any comments borne out of douchebaggery or that deal in asshattery.
Permitted tags and how 1o use them:

To link: <a href«*hup:/blabblahblah com*>Link text</a>

To italictze: <em>Y our text</em>

To bold: <strong™>Your text</strong™

ADVERTISEMENT

YU AR

HEALTH

Feature Fri Dec 03 2010
Hungry and Driven: Unearthing the Emerging Chicago Fashion Community

By Britt Jullows



A et B s . s s o ]

Slowdown

Saturday, September 18 2010

e S ot B ik

B M S o
Pirate Party @ Pumping Station: One

B oaca)

et

Camilla Ha's final Chicago performance @ Reversible Eye Gallery

Do S e 3 o

e oy Yo it e sk o ke s B o
e i 50 Trame—

e aa

e pagasion W8
Dl Al ¥ o

Aty o T v o B Mt e 5 i 3 g e UK e e O U15.) e 0 i i
T e 50 B (77X E09-3540 0n Vit Lt i 1372 N, Mo A [CPDATIE T shon b b

o e e

Diabolique @ Fitm Center
ok of Promck doscr

O . (hiabe ]

Y
pacies G Tl Comr Wb [ Comter 144 . S, (113) B 2000
-

Sappho's Salon @ Women & Children First

S AR Eh (3233 X Cheh 0wty S 5% A Erminatos ghe
e 3300

o .

Cresture Comfort Benefit @ Atlantic Pub

o

Racky Horror Picture Show @ Music Bax Theatre

S o 1

e

Justin Townes Earle @ Lincoln Hall

S T £

Pt sries
[ -y

- b

White Mystery @ Empty Bostle

The o s ot W a0 00

e e

Trypps @ MCA

s Lo A g

i Linvola A,

e IO Comeage Ave. The hem fo
faesig

e

The Zines On Toast Show @ Quimby's

C

o e,
orth Avemwn, e

[Sp—

Italian Expo @ Navy Pier

I S

Gordoa McAlpin Book Signing

e LRI . Bevawar.

PSSk

-



Share Report Abuse Next Blog»

Create Blog Sign In

C-Style Magazine

Bringing you all that's hot and happening in the Windy City and beyond. Celebrities, entertainment,

worthy causes, music, fashion, food and more!
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doing Chicago at 90%
off!
www.Groupon.com/Chicago

Friday, September 17, 2010

La Dolce Vita in Sweet Home Chicago!

If you want & real taste of ltaly right here at home, correre on down to Navy Pier for the Italian
Expo! The expo runs today through Sunday. September 15th, and will featura a fashion
competition, fashion shows, cooking demonstrations and tastings, plus numerous vendors and
entertainers for your delight.

Participating designers include Alma Wieser, Borris Powell, C/FAN Designs, FURIO. Horacio
Nieto & Arlo Menswear, Maison de LaCour, Minam Cecilia Carison, Veil and a special runway
show of the Roberto Pesce Collection at Atelier

Chicago's top chefs of ltalian cuisine will also compete in a cooking competition, including Luca
Corrazina (312), Vincenzo Geraci (Coco Pazzo), Chris Macchia (I Monelli), Angelo Grimaldi
(Italian Village), Robert Reynaud (Macelio), John Coletta (Quartino), and Michael Serratore
(Trattoria Isabelia)

Tickets may be purchased online at www.italianexpo.us or on site with door prices slightly higher.

Posted by C-Style at 9:41 AM
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Ci2o all...an amazing time was had by ail who attended “La Dolce VRta™ yesterday at the
SR Ttzlian Expo at Navy Pier,

Ohicago

Twenty plus folks and family members joined me for a one day trip to Italy...What a
Updated time we all had eating...eating...eating and yes...drinking... our way throught the entire
3bout 3 months ago country of Italy without even leaving Chicago.

As we 2l know the Italian culture is synonyous with a passion for the best food, wine,
Share This Album desiges and art.
Post Albumn to Profile A very special thank you goes out to my dear freind and the SOUL QUEEN" of the

mammmm:umm;nmmmwlmmmnc)
setting everything up so well and including Chat Daddy or as I say when in
Iﬁy rmnunlahnonem .to the expo and gala dinner. Enjoy & Grazie all!

Maureen Jenkins LOVE that you took a photo with Gov. Quinn at last
night's Italian American Chamber of Gala
& Awards Dinner! Thanks again for coming and sharing it here!
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Italian Expo
Location: Navy Pier, Festival Hall A
Navy Pier, Festival Hall A

event_description: Take a tour of Italy and experience La Dolce Vita without event leaving the country at the fourth annual Italian
Expo during the weekend of September 17-19 at Navy Pier's Festival Hall A.

Food, wine, fashion, design, tourism, art and entertainment are showcased as the cultures of Italy and Chicago collide at Italian
Expo, featuring: a fashion competition between emerging designers, a culinary arts demonstration and competition among 16 of
Chicago's top Italian chefs, and an art competition with various artists of the Chicago Arts District. Each competition will allow
the public to participate in and vote on their favorites for an ultimate interactive experience.

Over 100 companies and vendors from ltaly and the U.S. will be present displaying and selling their products from Italy for three
days only. We welcome all to enjoy this event by tasting delicious Italian food and wine, viewing fashion runway shows of Italian
apparel and fine jewelry, and discovering luxury cars & motorbikes, travel and tourism information on all Regions of Italy.

For more information, please visit http://www italianexpo.us or call (312) 553-9137.

22nd Annual Viva! Chicago Latin Music Festival

Location: Millennium Park

This vibrant Latin music festival showcases local, national and international talent in the various Latin music genres that include
salsa, reggaeton, mariachi, nortefia, Spanish pop y mas. Many artists are Grammy award winners and nominees.

More info at http://www.vivachicago.us

OakToberfest

Location: Downtown Oak Park

Downtown Oak Park embraces the summer season turning to fall at OakToberfest. The 19th annual fall festival will be held
September 17 and 18, and will take place on Marion St. and North Blvd. This free two-day event will offer seasonal food from
local restaurants, specialty micro-brews, great wines, music and a children's area featuring a root beer garden.

Local restaurants will vend their special fall recipes for this event. Available fall cuisine includes, ribs, smoked corn on the cob,
brats, pulled pork, and more. Vendors will be selling food along North Blvd. throughout the event.

Hand-crafted microbrews such as Samual Adams Octoberfest, Fat Tire, Harvest Moon, Sierra Nevada Pale Ale, and
Leinenkugel's Oktoberfest will be offered for event goers to enjoy. Those over the age of 21 will receive a wrist band, and will be
able to purchase a souvenir mug. Premium wines from Trader Joe's will also be featured.

Six bands will be performing both Friday and Saturday evening covering many different styles of music from Blues to Cajun
music. Friday's line up consists of the Rick Simcox and the Tone Questers performing from 5 to 6 p.m., Reyna Larson
performing from 6 to 7:45 p.m. and Paul Cebar performing from 8 to 10 p.m. Live music continues Saturday night starting with
Localvores performing from 2 to 3:45 p.m., Chevere de Chicago from 4 to 5:45pm, Way Side Winders from 6-7:45 and CJ
Chenier and Red Hot Lousiana Band from 8 to 10pm.

A children'’s area will be located on Marion St. on Saturday from 12 p.m. to 5 p.m. The area will feature fun family events such
as zucchini races, where children will be able to create and race their own zucchini cars, karaoke and Wonder Works Children’s
Museum as well as the other great activities. There will also be a root beer garden sponsored by Trader Joe's offering old
fashion root beer and other old time favorites.
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Category: Local Flavor

Navy Pier
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600 E Grand Ave
Chicago, IL 60611
Neighborhood: Near North Side

(312) 553-9137
www.italianexpo.us/index.html

Good for Kids: Yes

2 reviews for Italian Expo

All Reviews

Elite '10
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JanetE.
Chicago, IL

SOo0aa e 4 photos

A really great way to immerse yourself in Italian culture!!! | came here on a Fric
impressed with the amount of vendors here. There's supposedly 100 vendors
U.S. selling ltalian products.

The expo is set up so that you end up making a complete circle in Festival Hal
to be only one entrance which was also the exit.

They had free tastings, wine tastings, cooking demonstrations, a runway show
travel agents to help plan your trip to Italy, and plenty of shopping for Italian g¢
There was even one vendor that gave away bread! He gave me two loaves of
bread!!! YUMMIE! Definitely a lot to see, do, and eat here!

They had a deal on groupon for these tickets, but if you missed it, you can still
through Goldstar. https://www.goldstar.c...
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anyone been to the Italian expo at navy pier this weekend???
Category: Events

Get email updates about this conversation

| won two free tickets from TimeOut Chicago...but it seems like one big mess. Lots of buy our prod
stuff._like it could just as well be a shower curtain expo... | seem to think that they gave out tickets jt
up people to get in the doors.,

anyone gone?

15 =
21 ’

Ana S says.

aw | wanted to go to that.so it wasn't any good? | read that too but | already made plans by th
found out about it. | heard they were going to have designer clothes and whal not?

Nina "Mystery Lady” G. says:

So how was the food?

Mary “co-defendant’ C. says:

No...1 did't go...I| was curious if anyone else went. | won free tkts. but it looks like boo-shit

Mary "co-defendant” C. says:

it's still on sunday.. that's why | ask. | had those free tkis

Yukan "l live for vacations” T. says:

my pal Janet E. went on Friday. See her review here!
hitp /iwww yeip.com/bi

Ed "Work is the curse of the drinking classes™ A. says'

Tell Tony | said hi
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Italian American Chamber of Commerce of Chicago

by admin on September 17, 2010

EXPERIENCE “LA DOLCE VITA” AT ITALIAN EXPO 2010
Sept. 17-19 at Chicago‘s Navy Pier

CHICAGO-Chicagoans and visitors to the Windy City can tour ltaly and experience La Dolce Vita, or “the sweet life” in Italian, without
picking up their passports or trekking to O’Hare Airport. The only travel involved is to downtown Chicago’s Navy Pier (600 E. Grand) for
the fourth annual Italian Expo, held Sept. 17-19, in Festival Hall A.

Italian Expo visitors can experience the vibrant Italian and Italian American cultures through three competitions: a culinary arts cook-off
featuring 16 of Chicago’s top Italian chefs, an art competition with various local artists sh ing their pieces, and a fashion
competition between emerging local designers. Each competition will allow Expo guests to vote on their favorites for an interactive cultural
experience. In addition, guests will sample and see the best Italian products, including foods not yet available in the U.S., learn about its
regions. And with free admission for children 12 and under, this year’s Expo is affordable to everyone. Tickets are $15 at the door, but are
available for pre-sale online at www.italianexpo.us for just $10 until Sept. 16 only. The Expo will be open from 2:30-9pm Friday, 11am-
9pm Saturday, and from 11am-6pm Sunday.

“Italian Expo will bring an exciting weekend of entertainment for adults and kids for a true Italian experience. Italy’s *La Dolce Vita’ is
about celebrating the world’s most beloved foods and cooking, gorgeous fashion, cutting-edge product design and hand-crafted
masterpieces, all of which and more can be enjoyed right here in Chicago during Italian Expo,” said Fulvio Calcinardi, Executive Director
of the Italian American Chamber of C Midwest (IACC).

The IACC has hosted this event at Navy Pier for the past four years, attracting thousands of visitors to this authentic showcase of ltalian
culture and style. More than 100 companies and vendors from Italy and the United States will introduce, display and sell their products at
the Expo, featuring the best of Italian and Italian-inspired cuisine, wine, fashion and jewelry, tourism, art and entertainment.

A preview of Italian Expo will be on display throughout September at the Chicago Arts District’s “showPODs” on South Halsted, between
18th and 19th Streets, in Pilsen. The high-exposure, compact showPOD spaces, which will include Italian-themed installations, sculptures
and paintings from Italian and American artists, offers gallery-goers a non-traditional but rich art experience.

Please contact Gina Shermetaro at (312) 553-9137 or gshermetaro@jiacc-chicago.com or visit www.italianexpo.us for more information.

#H##

Italian American Chamber of Commerce of Chicago
500 N. Michigan Ave. Suite 506

Chicago, IL 60611

Phone: (312) 553-9137

Fax: (312) 553-9142

Email: gshermetaro@iace-chicago.com
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A taste of Italy in Chicago this weekend

Chicagoans can get a taste of la dolce vita this weekend at the fourth annual
Italian Expo at Navy Pier. Buy products straight from Italy, dig into some
authentic cuisine and check out Italian fashion, cars, entertainment and
tourism info. More than a do Full Article at Chicago Sun-Times
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I'raducir a Espaiiol

On Saturday, September 18, 2010, 11:00am at Navy Pier
Address: 600 East Grand Avenue, Chicago, IL | Cost: $10 in advance $15 at the door

Take a tour of Italy and experience “La Dolce Vita” without event leaving the country at the fourth annual Italian Expo during the
weekend of September 17-19 at Navy Pier’s Festival Hall A.

Over 100 companies and vendors from Italy and the U.S. will be present displaying and selling their products from Italy for three
days only. We welcome all to enjoy this event by tasting delicious Italian food and wine, viewing fashion runway shows of Italian
apparel and fine jewelry, and discovering luxury cars & motorbikes, travel and tourism information on all Regions of Italy.
http://www.italianexpo.us/pages/chicago/chicago-event-info.html
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Take a tour of Italy and experience “La Dolce Vita" without event
leaving the country at the fourth annual ltalian Expo during the
weekend of September 17-19 at Navy Pier’s Festival Hall A. Food,
wine, fashion, design, tourism, art and entertainment are showcased
as the cultures of Italy and Chicago collide at Italian Expo, featuring:
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